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The City of Many Faces

KEYNOTE ADDRESS BY HIS WORSHIP CLLR MUESEE KAZAPUA, MAYOR OF THE CITY OF WINDHOEK, AT THE OCCASION OF THE CELEBRATION OF THE INTERNATIONAL DAY FOR DISASTER REDUCTION 2016
VENUE:
ONGHUWO YEPONGO COMMUNITY HALL
DATE:
15 OCTOBER 2016
TIME:
08H30

Programme Director, Mr Vernouman Endjala, the Acting Strategic Executive for Community Services,

Your Excellency Ms Kiki Gbeho, UN Resident Representative
Hon. Christopher Likuwa, Constituency Councilor for Tobias Hainyeko Constituency

Lieutenant General Sebastian Ndeitunga, Inspector General of the Namibian Police, 
Community Leaders,

Distinguished invited guests,
Members of the Media 

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Good Morning!

Allow me, at the onset to extend an apology and warm greetings from His Worship, Cllr. Muesee Kazapua, Mayor of the City of Windhoek, whose name correctly appears on the programme of this very important event, but due to equally important engagements, could not join us to address you in person.  However, he gave me his words that his physical absence should not impede the successful hosting of this important event. He therefore requested me to deliver his speech on his behalf.

I am very delighted to address you this morning, as we gather here to celebrate this year’s International Day for Disaster Reduction. I am also happy that this year’s celebrations are taking place this side of the City, a decision which is in line with our efforts on raising awareness and advocating for inclusive disaster risk reduction efforts and to ensure that no resident feels left out.

Director of Ceremonies, Ladies and Gentlemen,

The International Day for Disaster Reduction began in 1989, after a call by the United Nations General Assembly for a day to promote a global culture of risk-awareness and disaster reduction. Held every 13 October, the day celebrates how people and communities around the world are reducing their exposure to disasters and raising awareness about the importance of reining in the risks that they face.

This is the 7th year that the City is celebrating this important day. When we first celebrated it in 2010, the theme was My City is Getting Ready which was aimed at getting Mayors, local governments and national authorities to take actions towards making cities resilient as part of sustainable urbanization. 

The 2016 celebration marks the launch of the "Sendai Seven" campaign, which is centered on the seven targets of the Sendai Framework, the first of which is to substantially reduce global disaster mortality by 2030, aiming to lower the average per 100,000 global mortality rate in the decade 2020-2030 compared to the period 2005-2015;.

The Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction 2015-2030 was adopted at the Third UN World Conference in Sendai, Japan in March 2015.  This framework articulates priority areas:

Priority 1: Understanding disaster risk

Priority 2: Strengthening disaster risk governance to manage disaster risk

Priority 3: Investing in disaster risk reduction for resilience

Priority 4: Enhancing disaster preparedness for effective response and to build back better in recovery, rehabilitation and reconstruction. 

The theme for 2016: Live to Tell – Raising Awareness, Reducing Mortality – is very appropriate as it comes at the time when we are losing a lot of our loved ones due to various incidents. Allow me Ladies and Gentlemen to quote President Rafael Correa of Ecuador who said “Everything can be rebuilt, but lives cannot be recovered, and that's what hurts the most," end of quote. This statement was said after the April 2016 earthquake that killed 661 people in Ecuador. 

Following our analysis of the Ministry of Health and Social Services’ statistics on mortality for Khomas Region between 2011 and 2014, we established that the following were the top ten (10) killer diseases:

1. HIV/AIDS

2. Injury or death related to knife stabbing

3.  Road Traffic accidents
4. Tuberculosis 

5. Pneumonia

6. Diarrhea

7. Injury or death related to gun shot

8. Perinatal respiratory disorders

9. Slow fetal growth malnutrition short

10. Hypertension  

Among these causes, HIV/Aids came at the top followed by Knife Stabbing and Motor Vehicle Accidents. That is why we decided to focus on Knife Stabbing and Motor Vehicle Accidents to create public awareness. Between 2011 – 2014 knife stabbing has robbed us 1,074 lives while MVAs took 742 precious lives – all these in Khomas Region alone. These figures are just too high to ignore and action has to be taken to mitigate the situation.

It is thus my appeal to community members to stop carrying knives and other sharp objects as these could endanger others or even themselves. Reports indicate that quite a number of people carry knives during their daily go-abouts, especially when going to sheebens. Responsible citizens who have licensed guns should keep them in safes. If you own Omukonda (traditional knife), please keep it within your house, inaccessible; perhaps in a safe too. We should have a concrete direction to curb the dangerous trend of carrying knifes in public as it can no longer be tolerated.

Let us ponder on these statistics and see what we can do to ensure public safety and enhance our quality of life and that of our fellow residents. 

Ladies and gentlemen,

Even though we decided to focus on Knife Stabbing and Motor Vehicle Accidents, let me remind you that risks from natural hazards are on the increase too. The catastrophic hurricane that hit Haiti and other countries recently resulted in large-scale calamities and reminded the world of our vulnerability to natural disasters. The drought situation in Southern Africa including in our own country has hit us very hard. In these instances, the poor continue to pay the highest toll. Thus, vulnerable communities must be part of the developmental planning processes, as they know their surroundings better than everyone else and can shape their own future and that of their generations. 

Esteemed Residents, Ladies and gentlemen,

In the next few days, the City and Regional Councilors will be conducting community meetings at which you will be expected to contribute ideas for the development of the areas where you reside. Please make sure to be present and think about the various risks and vulnerabilities in your surrounding and the remedies that can be employed to mitigate the situation.

Since 2012, the City has been engaging schools to create awareness on disaster risk management issues and devise emergency evacuation plans. So far, a total of 72 schools participated in this initiative and it is expected that learners from those schools share their disaster risk knowledge and skills with their parents and siblings back home, thus leading to behavioral change campaign.

Furthermore, I call upon all residents to refrain from building in risky areas such as riverbeds and at the top of mountains as these are inaccessible by emergency vehicles and make them vulnerable to flooding, landslide and fires. 

Residents are further urged to always drop waste at designated places to avoid blockage of storm water systems and prevent flooding. Also, please note that the City is currently experiencing a serious water shortage and all residents are required to save water and take ownership of the municipal infrastructure such as water taps in your communities to ensure they are not leaking or vandalized. 

In concluding, let me assure you that the City will continue to address the needs and challenges of all residents in a proactive manner to increase their resilience to disaster, despite the limited resources at our disposal. 

With these remarks, ladies and gentlemen, 
I THANK YOU
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